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NHTSA 

 A small agency in the U.S. Department of 

Transportation established in 1966 

 Mission is to improve safety on nation’s highways 

and reduce fatalities and injuries associated with 

vehicle crashes 

 Issues the Federal motor vehicle safety standards 

(FMVSS) 

 Prescribe minimum safety performance requirements 

for motor vehicles and for certain items of motor 

vehicle equipment  
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Vehicles Subject to NHTSA’s 

regulations 

 The majority of the FMVSS apply to “motor 

vehicles” 

 A “motor vehicle” is defined by statute as a 

vehicle that is driven or drawn by mechanical 

power and manufactured primarily for use on 

public streets, roads, and  highways. 

 Vehicles that are primarily manufactured for 

off-road use (ATVs, dirt bikes, race cars) are 

not regulated by NHTSA, but may be 

regulated by CPSC and the EPA 
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Equipment Subject to the FMVSS  

 Certain of the standards establish minimum safety performance 
requirements for items of motor vehicle equipment. 

 These “regulated equipment items” are: 

  tires 

  rims 

  brake hoses 

  brake fluid 

  seat belt assemblies 

  lighting equipment 

  glazing 

  child seats 

  motorcycle helmets 

  compressed natural gas containers 

  triangular reflective warning devices 

  rear impact guards for trailers 

  platform lift systems for the mobility impaired 
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Statutory Prohibition 

 

 Under 49 U.S.C. § 30112(a), no person shall, 

among other things, import any motor vehicle 

or motor vehicle equipment manufactured on 

or after the date an applicable FMVSS takes 

effect unless the vehicle or equipment 

complies with the standard and is covered by 

a manufacturer’s so certificate of compliance.  
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Theft Prevention Standard 

 NHTSA also administers the Theft Prevention Standard 

 Purpose is to reduce the incidence of vehicle thefts by 

facilitating the tracing and recovery of parts from stolen vehicles 

 Requires special marking on the following parts shipped as 

replacement equipment:  

 Engine 

 Transmission 

 Fenders 

 Doors 

 Hood 

 Bumpers 

 Rear Quarter Panels (Passenger Cars) 

 Left and Right-Side Assemblies (Multipurpose Passenger Vehicles) 

 Pickup or Cargo Box (Light Duty Trucks)    
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Importation Declaration 

 HS-7 Declaration form must be filed with U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (Customs) for 
motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment 
items imported into the United States that are 
subject to the Federal motor vehicle safety, 
bumper, and theft prevention standards. 

 Form has 14 boxes, one of which must be 
checked to identify a lawful means for 
importing the vehicle or equipment item 
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HS-7 Declaration form; Boxes 

 Box 1: Vehicle at least 25 years old; non-regulated equipment 

 Box 2A: Conforming vehicle with certification label affixed 

 Box 2B: Canadian-certified vehicle with manufacturer’s conformance 

letter 

 Box 3:  Nonconforming vehicle determined eligible for importation by 

NHTSA and imported by or through a registered importer  

 Box 6 and 12:  Nonconforming vehicle imported by foreign military or 

diplomatic personnel 

 Box 7: Nonconforming vehicle or equipment temporarily imported for 

research, investigations, demonstrations or training or competitive 

racing events; NHTSA permission letter or manufacturer’s 

substantiating statement if imported by a certifying manufacturer 

 Box 8:  Off-road vehicle not regulated by NHTSA 

 Box 11:  Equipment item subject to the Theft Prevention Standard 
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PGA Message Set 

 Identifies NHTSA requirements for vehicles 

and equipment items 

 NHTSA has developed a manual to assist the 

Trade and CBP programmers to understand 

agency requirements 

 The manual distills the ACE ABI CATAIR into 

those data elements required by NHTSA 

 Each Record Identifier is explained along with 

the coding from the PGA Appendix 

 Provides examples for each HS-7 Box 
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The NHTSA Manual 
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PG01 Record Identifier 
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NHTSA Codes   

NHTSA Codes   



HS-7 References to Message Set  

13 



HS-7 References to Message Set  

14 



Sample Box 3 
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Sample Tire Entry Box 2A 
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Contacts 

 Import and Certification Division 

  tel:  (202) 366-5291 

  fax: (202) 493-0073 

  e-mail: importandcertification@dot.gov 

 Coleman Sachs  

  tel:  (202) 366-3151 

  e-mail:  coleman.sachs@dot.gov 

 Clint Lindsay 

 Tel:  (202) 366-5288 

 E-mail:  clint.lindsay@dot.gov 

 

  

 

17 

mailto:importandcertification@dot.gov
mailto:coleman.sachs@dot.gov

